
Seneca Valley is one of 425 school districts in the U.S. and Canada 
being honored by the College Board with placement on the 6th Annual 
AP® District Honor Roll for increasing access to advanced placement 
(AP) course work while simultaneously maintaining or increasing the 
percentage of students earning scores of 3 or higher on AP Exams. 

Reaching these goals indicates that a district is successfully identifying motivated, academically 
prepared students who are ready for the opportunity of AP. To be included on the 6th Annual Honor 
Roll, Seneca Valley had to, since 2013, increase the number of students participating in AP while also 
increasing or maintaining the number of students earning AP Exam scores of 3 or higher. 

“AP courses give students the opportunity to explore the world from a variety of perspectives and study 
subjects in greater depth and detail,” said Dr. Tracy Vitale, Superintendent of Schools. “I’m pleased we 
are being recognized for the continued growth of AP offerings and interest here at Seneca Valley, and 
congratulate our staff for their efforts in making this goal a reality for our students.”

National data from 2015 show that among black/African American, Hispanic, and Native American  
students with a high degree of readiness for AP, only about half of students are participating. The first 
step to delivering the opportunity of AP to students is providing access by ensuring courses are  
available, that gatekeeping stops, and that the doors are equitably opened so these students can  
participate. Seneca Valley is committed to expanding the availability of AP courses among prepared  
and motivated students of all backgrounds. 

“That the committed teachers and administrators in this district have both expanded AP access and 
also helped their students achieve high levels of performance on AP Exams shows they’re delivering 
opportunity in their schools and classrooms, and it is a real testament to their belief that a more diverse 
population of young people is ready for the challenge of college,” said Trevor Packer, the College 
Board’s senior vice president of AP and Instruction. “Congratulations to these teachers and  
administrators, and to their hard-working students.” Helping more students learn at a higher level  
and earn higher AP scores is an objective of all members of the AP community, from AP teachers to 
district and school administrators to college professors. Many districts are experimenting with a variety 
of initiatives and strategies to determine how to simultaneously expand access and improve student 
performance. 
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continued on page 3

January 1 –
 District Holiday, No School 
January 4 – 
 School resumes   
January 6-15 –   
 Keystone Exams Testing  
 Window 
January 11 –  
 School Board Meeting,  
 Work Session, IHS Aud., 8 p.m.
January 12 –  
 End of first semester for  
 SVAOC Cyber 
January 15 –  
 End of first semester
January 18 –  
 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day,  
 Staff In-Service Day,  
 No School for Students 
January 22 –  
 Report Cards released
January 25 –  
 School Board Meeting, Regular  
 Session, IHS Aud., 8 p.m.

January Dates  
to Remember

  *  More dates can be found on our  
 homepage at  www.svsd.net.

December 2015
A National Award-Winning Publication

SVSD placed on College Board’s 6th Annual AP District Honor Roll

Seneca Valley High School Consumer Foods 1 
classes created this gingerbread house for display 
at PPG Place Wintergarden downtown for the 13th 
Annual Gingerbread House Display and Competition. 
This collection is on display through Jan. 7. For more 
on how SV got into the holiday spirit, see page 3.

Delicious display

The 2015-16 first nine weeks Honor Rolls for grades 7-12 can now be 
found on the website at www.svsd.net/HonorRollHappy  

Holidays!

There will be no school  
from Dec. 23 – Jan. 1.  

School will resume  
on Monday, Jan. 4, 2016

http://www.svsd.net
http://www.svsd.net/HonorRoll
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Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) student council and their advisor, Mr. John Motyl, hosted a 
district-wide collection drive for the annual “Candy for Our Troops” project after school on Dec. 3. 

Over 45 students, which included SVMS student council, the Medical Careers Club and CVE  
paraprofessional Ms. Jennifer Kaufman, packed 63 boxes of candy, as well as socks, books and hygiene 
items that were sent to troops serving overseas. 

The collection started after Halloween and continued throughout the month of November. “Candy 
for Our Troops” is part of Operation Gratitude, which annually sends 150,000 plus care packages to 
New Recruits, Veterans, First Responders, Wounded Warriors, Care Givers and US Service Members 
deployed overseas.

Care packages, caring students

Approximately 70 students from Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) Tiger Team, along with team 
teachers, spread holiday cheer to the residents of Passavant Nursing Home on Dec. 7. Students 
danced, played instruments, and sang holiday music. They also caroled and gave 423 holiday gifts to  
the residents.

Spreading holiday cheer

Thanks to the generosity of two local non-profit groups, we 
estimate that 580 Seneca Valley economically disadvantaged 
students - from about 285 families - will have gifts under the 
tree this year that normally wouldn’t have been there.

Grace Community Church of Cranberry Township recently 
distributed gifts and gift cards to over 430 students (184  
families) through their annual program. Additionally,  
Neighbors for Neighbors, also a Cranberry Township  
non-profit group which comprises of families, friends and,  
of course, neighbors, filled the holiday wish lists of over 
150 of our students and, in some cases, parents. We are 
humbled.

There is no doubt their efforts will brighten the holiday  
season for many, and we extend our heartfelt appreciation  
to all involved!

Loads of good will

Seneca Valley extends it appreciation 
to Shop ‘n Save of Cranberry Township. 
The store provided a discount for the 
senior high school fundraising program 
“Change for Thanksgiving,” which 
helped families in need this holiday 
season. 

Thank you

SV Gives Back

Grace collected over 700 toys, providing two toys 
for grades K – 6, and gift cards to grades 7-12.

The Seneca Valley School District 
secondary campus collected a total of 
1,052 toys for the Toys for Tots  
campaign held Nov. 2-Dec. 7.
 
A bus load of toys were delivered to 
the Toys for Tots warehouse in Butler 
and thousands of children will smile 
more brightly on Christmas morning 
due to the generous donations from 
SV students and staff. 

Lots of Toys for Tots
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In 2015, more than 3,800 colleges 
and universities around the world 
received AP scores for college credit, 
advanced placement, and/or  
consideration in the admission 
process, with many colleges and 
universities in the United States  
offering credit in one or more subjects 
for qualifying AP scores.

Inclusion on the 6th Annual AP  
District Honor Roll is based on the 
examination of three years of AP data, 
from 2013 to 2015, looking across 34 
AP Exams, including world language 
and culture. The following criteria 
were used. 

Districts must: 

•	 Increase	participation/access		 	
 to AP by at least 4 percent in large  
 districts, at least 6 percent in  
 medium districts, and at least 11   
 percent in small districts; 

•	 Increase	or	maintain	the	 
 percentage of exams taken by   
 black/African American, Hispanic/ 
 Latino, and American Indian/ 
 Alaska Native students; and

•	 Improve	or	maintain	performance	 
 levels when comparing the 2015  
 percentage of students scoring a  
 3 or higher to the 2013 percentage, 
  unless the district has already   
 attained a performance level at   
 which more than 70 percent of its  
 AP students are scoring a 3 or   
 higher. 

When these outcomes have been 
achieved among an AP student  
population in which 30 percent or 
more are underrepresented minority 
students (black/African American, 
Hispanic/Latino, American Indian/
Alaska Native) and/or 30 percent 
or more are low-income students 
(students who qualify for free or 
reduced-price lunch), a symbol has 
been affixed to the district name to 
highlight this work.

AP Honor Roll
 Continued from page 1

The Seneca Valley School District 
hosted their 18th Annual Senior 
Holiday Event at the Senior High 
School on Dec. 18. Over 400 senior 
citizens living in the Seneca Valley 
School District Community came 
out to see this special holiday 
presentation that featured the 
Seneca Valley Jazz Band, String 
Ensemble and Senior High School 
Madrigal Singers. Afterward, a 
delicious holiday meal was served 
by student council and National 
Honor Society members in the 
cafeteria.

Students entertain local seniors

Haine Elementary first grade students celebrated Thanksgiving by performing a Thanksgiving Play on 
Nov. 19. Students dressed as pilgrims and Indians and presented a version of the first Thanksgiving 
that included singing, playing musical instruments and giving speeches. 

Thankful students

Seneca Valley students performed “The Grinch Who Stole 
Christmas” on Dec. 16, at Haine Elementary School and again 
on Dec. 17, at Rowan Elementary School. Donations of food or 
toiletry items for Gleaner’s Food Bank were requested in place 
of the price of admission to attend.

“I thought the show was perfect,” said Ms. Amber Hugus,  
secondary teacher and play director.  “Exactly what I expected 
of my talented cast. I was very proud of them. We also collected so many boxes of food and supplies 
for Gleaner’s Food Bank. I feel that the audience really enjoyed the experience and the best part of the 
evening was watching the little ones get their pictures taken with the Grinch and Max!”

Mr. Grinch

Haine Elementary kindergarten students performed their Kindergarten Elf Program on Dec. 17. This  
holiday show had students dressed up as elves as they sang popular holiday jingles to family and friends.

Elves on stage

Spreading Holiday Spirit



Rowan Elementary School students from several classrooms recently participated in an engineer 
design process (EDP) that involved building paper bridges and testing the projects with loads of  
pennies. Teams learned what design or combination of designs worked best, studying the bridge 
plans of the many overpasses found in Pittsburgh. After testing, students drew and labeled their 
improved models – all under the guidance of Ben Follett, a 2004 Seneca Valley graduate and visiting 
engineer.  Mr. Follett works for SCIA, a Nemetschek structural design and analysis computer  
software program based out of Belgium.

Bridge construction ahead

Students at Rowan Elementary  
participating in silent, quiet,  
uninterrupted reading time earlier  
this month.

Rowan readers
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Download the SV Mobile App today and select 
yes to receive push notifications with the latest 
news and updates, including snow delays and 
cancellations, from the District.

Haine Elementary students in 
Ms. Kathy Mahony’s fourth grade 
Purpose science classes recently 
teamed up with the PTO to plant 
milkweed seeds and spread butterfly 
weed seed. 

The plants should be ready in time to 
feed the caterpillars and monarchs 
for science classes next fall. 

Food for butterflies

https://play.google.com/store?utm_source=na_Med&utm_medium=hasem&utm_content=May0315&utm_campaign=Evergreen&pcampaignid=MKT-DR-na-us-dsk-Med-hasem-py-Evergreen-May0315-64259001028-EXAgoogle%20play%7cONSEM_kwid_43700006873862192&gclid=CNDOnNj64sgCFU-qNwods48LYQ&gclsrc=ds
https://itunes.apple.com/us/genre/ios/id36?mt=8
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An official invitation with the distinguished White House seal arrived in CVE Technology Facilitator, Ms. Linda Orr’s inbox. Ms. Orr recently returned 
from the first-ever White House Computer Science Tech Jam on Dec. 7, during Computer Science Education Week (Dec. 7-13). 

Speakers from the event included Ms.  Danielle Carnival, the assistant director of Education and Learning  
Science from the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy, Ms. Megan Smith the U. S. chief  
technology officer, White House Office of Science and Technology Policy, as well as many others who  
advocated the development of coding skills in elementary grades, using groups and paired instruction to help 
students feel successful and increasing the number of computer science classes offered. 

“Working with other educators, students and developers at the White House Tech Jam 2015 provided me with 
an excellent opportunity to collaborate with fellow technology professionals working toward a common goal of 
bringing computer science activities to our elementary students and making learning fun,” said Ms. Orr. “I was 
pleased to discover that the elementary technology programs at Seneca Valley are on the forefront of  
encouraging our young learners to excel in the field of Computer Science.”

At this event, developers and educators generated ideas for imaginative and innovative tools to bring 
computer science education to kindergarten through grade 6 classrooms. The developers and  
educators worked on ideas to bring computational thinking and computer science into how the  
students learn across topic areas in K-12.  

Ms. Orr was invited to this event based on the recommendation of Seneca Valley Senior Ms. Sarah  
Johanknecht. Ms. Johanknecht is a member of the National Center for Women in Information  
Technology (NCWIT). The NCWIT asked for recommendations of people to attend the event and  
Ms. Johanknecht submitted Ms. Orr’s name and information.

Mrs. Orr goes to Washington 

SVSD participated in the International Hour of Code during the week of Dec. 7-11, which coincided with Computer Science Education Week 
(Dec. 7-13). 

Activities included using various websites, apps and software that support coding as well as using “BeeBots,” a physical bumble bee robot. 

The Hour of Code is organized by Code.org, a public 501c3 non-profit dedicated to expanding participation in computer science by making it 
available in more schools, and increasing participation by women and underrepresented students of color.

Hour of Code
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There’s change and then there’s change. Most experts in the field of K-12 assessment will tell you 
that the revisions coming to the SATs fall squarely in the latter category.

These changes will take place in March 2016, and Seneca Valley has been hard at work preparing for 
the time, style and content changes so students will have the ability “to score the best they can,” said 
Eric Semega, senior high school mathematics teacher.

Mr. Semega is speaking of the new SAT prep class now offered during the school day for English 
and Mathematics in both traditional and cyber form. Students can sign up to take the courses for 
free, although the traditional course may require the purchase of resource materials to assist in skill 
practice. The program is also set up as pass/fail and offered in semester formats (see more on the 
courses at left). 

“We teach content that is relevant to the SATs, and provide strategies to help them with questions 
they might not know that well,” said Mr. Semega, who instructs students on the mathematics section 
of the SAT, and has been studying the changes for months.  “Right now, we are directing student 
focus on the current test. (The revised SAT) is a much more difficult test; we’ll focus on that second 
semester.”

However, the prep course isn’t only about the exam. Instructors work with students as they prepare 
for life beyond high school and begin researching higher education options. A wide-range of topics 
are covered in the course, outside of test prep, and include application timelines, how to apply, when 
to apply, etc.  “We’re really helping them with the process of transferring from high school to  
college,” Mr. Semega explained. “The students overall have been very complimentary of the courses 
helping them. ”So, what do you need to know about the SAT changes? As shared below from  
CollegeBoard, revisions to the new SATs can be found in the testing time, components, features,  
essay and score.To learn more about the exam preparation courses offered at Seneca Valley,  
parents/guardians are encouraged to speak with their student’s guidance counselor. 

According to CollegeBoard, here is a comparison of the major features in the current vs. the new SAT:

CollegeBoard to change SATs in 2016

SAT/ACT English Test Prep:
CREDIT: 0.25   GRADES:  11-12 
This course is for the college bound 
student preparing to take the SAT and/
or ACT during their junior or senior year. 
The course will focus on analyzing each 
of the test question areas and give  
special consideration to test taking 
strategies. To prepare for verbal and 
written elements, the class will focus 
evidence-based reading and writing, 
sentence fluency and grammatical  
accuracy, and understanding  
vocabulary words in context. Students 
will read from authentic documents, 
historical and literary texts to make 
evidence-based inferences and  
conclusions, to acquire vocabulary  
acumen and to analyze grammatical  
structures. Practice exams and online 
platforms will be used to help students 
obtain an understanding of what 
to expect from the actual SAT/ACT. 
Students may be required to purchase 
resources to aid in their practice of the 
skills reviewed in class. This course will 
be PASS/FAIL.

SAT/ACT Mathematics Test Prep:
CREDIT: 0.25  GRADES:  11-12 
This course is for the college bound 
student preparing to take the SAT and/
or ACT during their junior or senior  
year. The course will focus on  
analyzing each of the test question 
areas and give special consideration 
to test taking strategies. To prepare for 
mathematical elements, students will 
review algebraic concepts, geometric 
concepts, data analysis, and probability. 
Practice exams and online platforms 
will be used to help students obtain an 
understanding of what to expect from 
the actual SAT/ACT. Students may be 
required to purchase resources to aid 
in their practice of the skills reviewed in 
class. This course is a PASS/Fail course.

To learn more about the course length, 
corequisites, as well as the SAT/ACT 
Prep Course cyber options, visit the 
SV Program of Studies, grades 9-12, at 
www.svsd.net/ProgramOfStudies

SV SAT Prep Courses

Category

Total Testing Time

Components

Important Features

Essay

Score Reporting

Subscore Reporting

Current SAT

3 hours and 45 minutes

•	 Critical	Reading	
•	 Writing	
•	 Mathematics	
•	 Essay

•	 Emphasis	on	general	reasoning	skills	
•	 Emphasis	on	vocabulary,	often	in		 	
 limited contexts 
•	 Complex	scoring	(a	point	for	a		 	
 correct answer and a deduction for 
 an incorrect answer; blank responses 
 have no impact on scores) 

•	 Required	and	given	at	the	beginning	of			
 the SAT 
•	 25	minutes	to	write	the	essay	
•	 Tests	writing	skill;	students	take	a	 
 position on a presented issue

•	 Scale	ranging	from	600	to	2400	
•	 Scale	ranging	from	200	to	800	for	 
 Critical Reading; 200 to 800 for  
 Mathematics; 200 to 800 for Writing 
•	 Essay	results	scaled	to	multiple-choice		
 Writing 

None

New SAT

3 hours (plus 50 minutes for the optional   
essay)

•	 Evidence-Based	Reading	and	Writing	
•	 Reading	Test	
•	 Writing	and	Language	Test	
•	 Math	
•	 Essay	(optional)
 
•	 Focus	on	the	knowledge,	skills,	and	 
 understandings that research has   
 identified as most important for college  
 and career readiness and success 
•	 Greater	emphasis	on	the	meaning	of		 	
 words in extended contexts and on how  
 word choice shapes meaning, tone, and  
 impact 
•	 Rights-only	scoring	(no	penalty	for	guessing)	

•	 Optional	and	given	at	the	end	of	the		  
 SAT; postsecondary institutions  
 determine whether they will require the  
 Essay for admission 
•	 50	minutes	to	write	the	essay	
•	 Tests	reading,	analysis,	and	writing	skills;		
 students produce a written analysis of a  
 provided source text 

•	 Scale	ranging	from	400	to	1600	
•	 Scale	ranging	from	200	to	800	for		 	
 Evidence-Based Reading and Writing;   
 200 to 800 for Math; 2 to 8 on each of   
 three dimensions for Essay 
•	 Essay	results	reported	separately	

Subscores for every test, providing added 
insight for students, parents, admission 
officers, educators, and counselors

Use this link at College Board to learn more about the new SATs: 
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat

http://www.svsd.net/Page/9872
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat
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The Seneca Valley Academic Games Team, divided into Elementary (grade 6), Middle (grades 7-8), Junior (grades 9-10) and Senior (grades 11-12) 
divisions, has been competing and earning several top awards at regional tournaments held throughout the fall. 

Academic Games Team triumphs in tournaments

Equations

The Equations tournament was held at the Soldiers and Sailors Memorial on Oct. 2.

Seneca Valley Elementary Division competed against six other school districts and 125 students participated. 
Haine Middle School (HMS) teams placed first, second (tied), fourth and sixth. The first place team (pictured 
right) included Paul Amado, Sreya Padamati, Andrew Loeffler, Tanush Nelikil,  and Tonya Gupta. The second 
place teams (tied) included Madison DeVault, Dawson Ward, Michael Bardos, Aiden Uher and Jason Chen; and 
Steven Berwick, Courtney Beals, David deVyver, Eli Peel and  Ian Bilger. The fourth place teams (tied) included Ryder Quiggle, Connor Sayers, 
Ria Dietz, Riley Humphries and Ava Katzenell; and Maddy Cress, Izzy Oldaker, Callista Sittig, Connor Allen and Jackson Scherzer. The sixth place 
teams included Sydney Thompson, Anna Roberts, Zach Aaron, Kevin Donaldson and Josh Miller.

HMS national qualifiers with perfect scores were Dawson Ward, Aiden Uher, Courtney Beals, Eli Peel, Ian Bilger, Tanush Nelikil, Ria Dietz, Connor 
Allen, and Jackson Scherzer.Additional HMS national qualifiers included Jason Chen, David deVyver, Meera Rathod, Ella Fulford, Anna Roberts, 
Zack Aaron, Kevin Donaldson, Josh Miller, Jonah Kriess, Eric Ristey, Veronica Pimenova, Paul Amado, Sreya Padamati, Andrew Loeffler, and  
Callista Sittig. For the Evans City Middle School (ECMS) team, Rachel Spear qualified for nationals.

The Middle Division competed against seven other school districts and placed first, second and third. The first place team included Mike Beggy, 
David Choi, Zach Garcia, Claira Matthews, and Dean Smith. The second place team included Kevin Karatassos, Sam McCune, Anoop Savio, 
Christian Williams and Renhan Xu. The third place team included Harry Foss, Matt Murphy, Arya Nayak, Dilini Renaweera and Brenna Wrubel. 
Mike Beggy, Kevin Karatassos, Claira Matthews, Sam McCune, Connor McDonald, Dean Smith, Rob Appling, David Choi, Zach Garci, Matt 
Murhpy, Arya Nayak, Dilini Renaweera, Anoop Savio, Sebastian Wary, Christian Williams, Brenna Wrubel and Renhan Xu qualified for nationals.

Seneca Valley’s Junior and Senior Division teams competed against nine other schools and both teams placed first. The Junior Division team 
includes Tori Beck, Rachel Covell, Brian Vogel, Jonathan Simoes, and Jarrett Johnston. The Senior Division team includes Lauren Stanick, Rhea 
Kudtarkar, Mark Livingstone, Kyle Cindrich and Urvi Gupta. Jarrett Johnston, Tori Beck, Rachel Covell, Kyle Cindrich, Brian Vogel, Mark  
Livingstone, Alex Garcia and Angelo Giannotta were also national qualifiers.

Presidents

The Presidents tournament was held on Oct. 28 at Seneca Valley Middle School.

Seneca Valley Elementary Division competed against five other school districts and 116 students participated. Haine Middle School (HMS) teams 
placed second, fourth, fifth and sixth. The second place team included Dawson Ward, Veronica Pimenova, Anna Roberts, Tonya Gupta and Grace 
Hines. The fourth place team included Jackson Scherzer, Paul Amado, Courtney Beals, Sydney Thompson and Connor Sayers. The fifth place 
team included Ella Fulford, David deVyver, Morgan Killgore, Ian Bilger and Kevin Donaldson. The sixth place team included Sienna Summers, 
Katie Payerchin, Meera Rathod, Jason Chen and Riley Humphries. Veronica Pimenova, Anna Robert, Tonya Gupta, Grace Hines, Paul Amado, Ella 
Fulford, David deVyver, Aiden Uher, and Jason Chen qualified for nationals. Nathan Smith from ECMS team qualified for nationals.

The Middle Division competed against seven other school districts and placed first.The first place team included Simren Jayarman, Dilini 
Ranaweera, Kate Scanlan, Sebastian Wary and Brenna Wrubel. National qualifiers included Zach Garcia, Simren Jayaraman, Kate Scanlan, 
Sebastian Wary and Brenna Wrubel.

Seneca Valley’s Junior and Senior Division teams competed against nine other schools. The Junior Division team won first place and consisted of 
Jarrett Johnston, Jacob Johnston, Ryan Lipscomb, and Rachel Covell. Lucy Geronime and Jarrett Johnston qualified for nationals.

Propaganda

The Propaganda tournament was held on Nov. 20 at Seneca Valley Middle School.

The Elementary Division competed against five other school districts and 121 students participated. HMS 
placed first, second (tied) and sixth. HMS first place team (pictured right) included Veronica Pimenova, Jackson 
Scherzer, Tonya Gupta, Dawson Ward and Andrew Loeffler.  ECMS placed fourth. The second place teams (tied) 
included Sreya Padamati, Paul Amado, Aiden Uher, Meera Rathod and Jason Chen, and Courtney Beals, Sydney 
Thompson, Ava Katzenell, Ryder Quiggle and Sienna Summers. ECMS fourth place team included Rachel Spear, Julia Lingenfelter, Hayley Walters, 
Shanker Pillai and Nathan Smith. The sixth place team included David deVyver, Zach Aaron, Eric Ristey, Gretta Schmidt and Grace Hines.

HMS national qualifiers consisted of Veronica Pimenova, Jackson Scherzer, Tonya Gupta, Dawson Ward, Andrew Loeffler, Aiden Uher, Meera 
Rathod, Jason Chen, Courtney Beals, Sydney Thompson, Grace Hines and Connor Allen. Rachel Spear and Nathan Smith were national qualifiers 
for ECMS.

The Middle Division competed against seven other school districts and placed first, second and third. The first place team comprised of David 
Choi, Zach Garcia, Dilini Ranaweera, Ananya Rao and Brenna Wrubel. The second place team included Robert Appling, Harry Foss, Parker Logue, 
Matt Murphy and Arya Nayak. Marc Amado, Mike Beggy, Nick Folino, Anoop Savio and Dean Smith made up the third place team. Rob Appling, 
David Choi, Zach Garcia, Matt Murphy, Arya Nayak, Dean Smith and Brenna Wrubel qualified for nationals.

Seneca Valley’s Junior and Senior Division teams competed against nine other schools. The Junior Division team won first place and consisted 
of Rishin Sharma, Tori Beck, Katie Bablack, Jarrett Johnston and Jonathan Simoes (Individual Champion for Junior Division). National qualifiers 
included Rishin Sharma, Tori Beck, Katie Bablack, Jarrett Johnston, Jonathan Simoes, Jacob Geil, Rhea Kudtarkar, and Siona Sharma (Individual 
Champion for Senior Division).



Congratulations to the Seneca Valley 9-12 Reading  
CompetitionTeam “Read ‘Em and Weep” for placing first at 
the Butler County Interscholastic Reading Competition. This 
event, held at the end of November, is hosted annually at 
SV. This is “Read ‘Em and Weep’s” second consecutive win.

The Library Club at the high school level is divided into  
two divisions: the Literary Works Club and the Reading  
Competition Team. The goal of the organization is to  
promote participation in reading competitions, provide at 
least one community service project each year, and to  
provide assistance in the intermediate and senior high 
school libraries.
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‘Read ‘Em and Weep’

Seneca Valley Intermediate High 
School (IHS) Create A Respectful 
Environment (C.A.R.E.) representatives 
went on a field trip to CVE on  
Nov. 16 to lead elementary students 
in character building activities. This 
is part of the Olweus program and a  
partnership between the IHS and 
CVE.  Students will continue to work 
together on bullying-prevention 
and community-building activities 
throughout the year. 

CARE collaboration

“Robots in their starting position. Ready, set, go!”

Approximately 40 Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Fems seventh and 
eighth grade girls visited Mr. Joseph Logsdon’s Women in Engineering class in the senior high school 
(SHS) on Dec. 2. 

During their time together, the STEM Fems learned what the Women in Engineering course entails 
and collaborated with SHS students on robot design. 

“Any time our students get an opportunity to work with other SV students, it is a great benefit to both 
sides.” stated Mr. Bob Ceh, Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) principal. “Not only does it promote  
collaborative learning, but it exposes our SVMS students to new things and allows the SHS students 
to communicate, teach and demonstrate what they’ve accomplished.”

Girl power

Storm Water Solutions, a national magazine had an open invitation to 
submit Water and Erosion Control Projects for consideration as top 
projects of 2015.  Ms. Julie Smith, Seneca Valley Middle School  
teacher and STEM Fems advisor, submitted the STEM Fems Storm 
Water Solutions project that they conducted last year stating: “Even 
though last year’s work with the STEM Fems was more community/
educational outreach, it was such a great project that I submitted it  
and it was chosen as one of the top five projects!” 

An article on their work was featured in the December issue of the 
magazine. To read the entire article, click here.

STEM Fems, storm water solutions

Bill Pinter, dean of Aviation Sciences 
at the Community College of Beaver 
County (CCBC), spoke to high school 
students on Dec. 4 as part of the 
Seneca Valley Science, Technology,  
Engineering and Math (STEM)  
Lecture Series. Students took in  
vital information about the aviation 
field and related programs, including 
professional pilot, air traffic control, 
aerospace management, and 
unmanned aerial vehicles (drones). 
CCBC offers the number one aviation 
 training program in the nation. We 
thank Mr. Pinter for sharing his 
expertise with our students.

High flyer

Back row (L-R): Tess Weaver, Mira Hoo, Ally Tice, 
Josie Glover and Ariella Meltzer. Front row (L-R):  
Rhea Kudtarkar, Christina Dadey and Alexa Sims.

http://www.estormwater.com/stem-fems-watershed-partnership
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The Pennsylvania Music Education Association (PMEA) District 5 Honors Band Festival was held at 
Westminster College Dec. 3-5. This year, Seneca Valley had a record number of students selected 
through the competitive audition process. Of the 125 members of the band, 47 are from Seneca Valley. 

Students selected by section are as follows:
Julia Scanlon and Liz Linton, Alto Saxophone; Zach DeDionisio, Tenor Saxophone; Katie Platt and 
Ben Hess, Baritone Saxophone; Brian Vogel, Bassoon; Mitch Topf, Bass Clarinet; Ariella Meltzer, Dan 
Singer, Sofia Salgado, Hanna Behr, Liz Winters, Lauren Stanick, Erika Moeller, Tiffany Eaton, Justin 
Choi, Allison Love, and Alison Vlasnik, Clarinet; Aaron Jackson, Austin Treu and Morgan Tatsch, 
Euphonium; Krystina Johnson, Jason Johnson, Sam Kochis, and Carinne Geil, Flute; Miya Paserba, 
Kim Fitz, Lauren Agnello and Matt Gallup, French Horn; Sarah Johanknecht, Oboe; Jordan Bender and 
Gabe Demetter, Percussion; Matt Gorog, Seb Demetter, Katy Kolor, Nate Fritch, Alex Miller, Nick  
Garrett and Henry von Rintelen, Trombone; Aaron Wolf, Calynn Rosenbaum, Maddy Sinan, Alyssa  
Tollerton, Dan Popp, Luke Barnes and Jared Famiglietti, Trumpet; and Emily Scanlon, Tuba. 

District 5 comprises school districts from Beaver, Butler, Lawrence and Mercer counties.

SV instrumentalists selected for PMEA Honors Band 

The Seneca Valley ninth and tenth grade choirs (pictured respectively) performed at the Grand  
Staircase of the Allegheny County Courthouse in downtown Pittsburgh on Dec. 1. 

SV’s choirs are one of 30 choirs, orchestras, or bands that participated this month in Allegheny 
County’s 48th Annual Holiday Choral Program.

Sing out

One of Seneca Valley Academy of 
Choice’s (SVAOC) own dancers is on 
the 2016 ad for the American Ballet 
Theatre’s Summer Intensive Program 
in Pointe magazine. Congratulations 
to Veridy Treu, a freshman and third 
year dancer in SVAOC’s Dance 
Program!

Poster child 

The Seneca Valley Academy of 
Choice (SVAOC) Performing Arts 
Dance program performed The  
Nutcracker Winter Performance  
Dec. 17-18.

‘The Nutcracker’ 

SV chorus members  
performed at the Byham  
Theatre on Nov. 29. The  
show was the 18th year of 
“Christmas in the City” with 
Mark Milovats and benefited 
the Arnold Palmer Latrobe 
Hospital Foundation,  
Children’s Hospital and  
Children’s Miracle Network.

The gift of song
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Congratulations Rachel Noah
Senior vocalist Rachel Noah was chosen by the WPIAL  
to sing the National Anthem prior to the AAA Football 
Championship at Heinz Field. Congratulations, Rachel!

It’s hard to imagine we’re already in the midst of the winter sport season but the calendar doesn’t lie.  Boys’ and girls’ basketball, boys’ and girls’ 
swimming & diving, and wrestling all started their seasons officially on Friday, December 4.  The following is a glimpse into how those seasons are 
unfolding and it should come as no surprise that our winter sport student-athletes are off to a very successful start!

What’s Happening in  
Raider Athletics December 2015

What’s Happening in  
Raider Athletics December 2015

Boys’ Basketball
Under the direction of head coach Victor Giannotta, the Raider boys’ varsity team opened their season 
with back to back victories at the Moon Tip-Off tournament. The team’s opening victory was a 45-42  
defeat of Central Valley behind Jack Cook’s team leading 11 points.  Andy Smathers hit the game-
winning 3-pointer with just under 1:30 left in the game. The following night Seneca Valley routed West 
Allegheny 70-42 to start the season 2-0. In subsequent game action the Raiders defeated Perry and 
suffered their first losses of the season to Central Catholic and Laurel.  Finally, we congratulate Coach 
Giannotta as he is in the midst of his 25th season coaching boys’ varsity basketball. Well done Coach!  
Pictured at right is sophomore Chris Hart.

Girls’ Basketball
Head Coach Rob Lombardo’s varsity squad won their own Tip-Off tournament by defeating Burrell and  
Hampton on the opening weekend. Junior Erin Danik was the tournament MVP and senior Brooke Lyczek 
joined her on the All-Tournament team. What followed was a schedule of five games in ten days and the  
Raiders came out of the that stretch 4-1 to bump their overall record to 6-1 on the season. Balance scoring is 
the key to this year’s squad, which is led by a senior class of seven. In those five games, team leaders in  
scoring included: Erin Danik (Beaver & Oakland Catholic), Brooke Lyczek (Obama Academy), McKenna Gross  
(Allderdice) and Michaela Lamont (North Hills). Pictured to the right is junior Erin Danik.

Swimming & Diving
The boys’ and girls’ swimming and diving teams are off to an incredible start on the season with 11 swimmers and four divers already qualified for 
WPIAL championships. The girls’ team is undefeated at 5-0 and the boys are 3-2. WPIAL swimming qualifiers include: Max Bredl, Nate Burkett, Hannah 
Fernandes, Sophia Gaguzis, Kassi Grumski, Jake Lee, Abby Parsons, Connor Quiggle, Christian Sawyer, Jon SImoes, and Spencer Tretter. WPIAL diving 
qualifiers include Katelyn Caccamo, Alex Laslavic (1st boy diver to qualify in five seasons), Peyton Moore and Alex Smithco.

Wrestling
No doubt the biggest win for Raider athletics this winter is the wrestling team’s 37-36 win over North  
Allegheny on Dec 8. On the backs of Louis Newell, Zane Frund and Ben Lynch – who all recorded pins 
over the visiting Tigers – the Raiders battled to the very last match to come away with the 1-point  
victory. Following a tough King of the Mountain invitational, the Raiders secured another section win 
with a decisive 66-9 victory over Mars. Currently Seneca Valley sits atop the section standings at 2-0  
on the season. Pictured to the right: Louis Newell pins his North Allegheny opponent.

Extra Effort
Junior Rachel Hensler was nominated and chosen for 
the Extra Effort Award presented by KDKA-TV and  
sponsor, Allegheny Health Network. On Dec. 2,  
KDKA-TV’s Bob Pompeani and Allegheny Health  
Network presented Miss Hensler with a plaque and a 
$200 donation to the Seneca Valley Athletic Fund.   
To see KDKA’s segment that aired on Dec. 17,  
click here.  

‘Extra Effort’ is awarded to a student who excels not  
only in the classroom -- but in athletics and in the  
community.

http://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/show/extra-effort-awards/video-3335184-extra-effort-rachel-hensler/
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AlumniAlumniNews & NotesNews & Notes
Q: Where do you work, what do you do, and do you enjoy your profession?
A: I work for Waynesburg University as the Vice President for Institutional Advancement and University  
Relations. In this role, I oversee the operations of our alumni relations, development, public relations, marketing 
and sports information offices. Waynesburg University is my alma mater and so it is such a joy to work each day 
to further its mission of inspiring our students to pursue lives of purpose. I really do love my job and the people I 
work with.

Q: What is a typical “day in the life” like at work? 
A: Every day truly is different. Each day comes with its management activities and a large pile of paperwork—
purchase requisitions and vacation approvals to sign, magazine articles and ad designs to approve,  
fundraising letters to write, marketing pieces to review for publication—but the main focus of each day is  
maintaining relationships. These relationships are with our faculty and staff, relationships with community  
members and relationships with alumni and donors. Much of my time is spent on building and managing  
purposeful and strategic relationships with alumni and donors. That can look like a quick email to an education 
department graduate saying, “Hey, have you heard about our great placement rates this year; our program is 
really thriving.” Or it could look like a 45-minute phone call where I’m listening to stories from the 1960s and 
what that alumnus did on campus. Or it might involve meeting a prospective donor for lunch and asking them to 
financially support a specific project on campus. It’s all about keeping our donors in the loop, being honest with 
them, and keeping them excited about how their support makes a difference.

Q: Please share with us some information about your family. 
A: I am married to Brandon Szuminsky and we have a one-year old son named Adam. Brandon and I met as 
students at Waynesburg University. He is a professor in the department of communication at Waynesburg 
University.

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally? 
A: My experience at Seneca Valley set me on a path for success.  Between the challenging AP courses offered, the caring help and guidance of the 
faculty, and the expansive list of extracurricular opportunities, I graduated from Seneca Valley as a very well-rounded student ready to begin a  
university education.

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow? 
A: Seneca Valley offers a very nurturing, yet academically challenging learning environment. The teachers and the staff members set the tone for the 
students to seek out learning opportunities and to reach for excellence in their classes. When I was a student at Seneca, there was a palpable sense 
of pride in the school district among the students and the faculty. That pride inspires everyone to do their best in the classroom, on the field, and in their 
future.

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member?
A: Mrs. Campbell (she was the gifted classroom teacher in the high school). She was brilliant, motivating, and endearingly quirky.

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley? 
A: Most of my favorite memories from my time at Seneca Valley would come from the time I spent with my friends. I am still very close with my best friends 
from high school and we always remark that, although high school is often a very challenging time, we absolutely loved our time in high school and cherish 
so many memories together. An experience that had a strong influence on my life happened in my AP Argumentation and Rhetoric class. We were asked 
to identify our opinion on a particularly divisive social issue. After we identified our opinion, we were then assigned to argue the opposing opinion in an 
upcoming debate. I remember being a little distraught by this, wondering how I could possibly pull that off. This exercise forced me to really learn the  
principles of rhetoric and encouraged me to recognize and respect opinions that differed from my own. This experience gave me confidence as a  
communicator and prompted thoughtful consideration to why I believe what I believe.

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?  
A: Your students probably don’t realize at the time what an impact their teachers have on them. But I would imagine that later in life, your students will 
look back at their interactions and conversations with you and gratefully acknowledge the value of your mentorship. You will likely never realize the full 
extent of the positive influence you have on your students’ lives.

I am a proud Seneca Valley graduate. I am proud of the district and everything they are doing for their students and their community. I only wish I lived 
closer so that my son could be educated in the Seneca Valley School District.

Ms. Heidi (Watson) Szuminsky, a 2001 Seneca Valley graduate, is the Vice President for Institutional Advancement and University Relations at 
Waynesburg University. We asked her to catch us up on what she is doing today and how Seneca Valley influenced her life and career. 
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Alumni News & Notes 
continued

Q: Where are you currently attending school? What is your major?
A: I currently attend West Chester University of Pennsylvania and my 
major is Occupational Therapy.

Q: What are your plans for the future? 
A: After I finish my undergraduate studies at West Chester I plan on 
continuing my education and completing a master’s degree in oc-
cupational therapy. I then hope to work as an occupational therapist 
as a geriatric care specialist.   

Q: Please describe your experience marching in the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade. 
A: The WCU band was selected to be in the Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day parade in 2014. The band applied in the fall of 2013, along with 
200 other bands. Only eight bands are selected to perform. WCU  
submitted a video of their show, “Pines of Rome,” the same show 
that made me want to be a part of this organization. According to 
our designer, Todd Marcocci, the judges within watching the first 
45 seconds of the show selected the band. The band found out that 
they made it in during the spring semester of 2014, while I was still 
a student at SV.  We started rehearsing for the parade in the middle 
of October 2015. We couldn’t focus our complete attention on the 
parade because we still had an entire show season, which included 
a total of 12 shows, before the Macy’s parade. Our show season 
ended on Nov. 14 with a performance in Hershey Stadium and after that we focused all  
of our attention on our performance on the star for the Macy’s parade. It’s crazy how much 
rehearsal we had to do for a performance. However, we wanted it to be perfect. We left  
for New York on Nov. 24. Right away we felt the importance of the occasion as our buses 
got a police escort out of West Chester.  We had rehearsal on Nov. 25 outside of the city  
at a high school and then on Thanksgiving Day  we had camera rehearsal on the star at  
4 a.m. We got one run through of our performance on the star and then we were done.  
The parade route was 2.5 miles long lined with over 3,500,000 people. The band cycled 
through three familiar tunes along the route: “Don’t Stop Believing,” “We Need a Little 
Christmas,” and “Shut Up and Dance.” 

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today?
A: I definitely would not be as successful as I am in the WCU Incomparable Golden 
Rams Marching Band without my SV background. I was in the SV band all throughout 
high school, in the colorguard, and I gained an appreciation for the type of discipline it 
takes to make a large organization run well and be outstanding. The directors at Seneca 
definitely hold their students to a high standard, which made me hold myself to a high 
standard. I also was very involved in the chorus program. Those directors also hold their 
students to a very high standard. The music program at Seneca is extraordinary. All of 
the directors, band or chorus, expect nothing less than perfection and have a great gift 
for motivating their students to feel the same. It creates a drive in students to want more 
out of themselves and when the chorus sweeps at competition in the spring, or the band 
wins numerous parade awards, all of the rehearsal hours pay off. This also leads to being 
a better student and a better person as I apply those high standards to everything I do. It 
helps me in the WCU band because when I get discouraged during band camp when it is 
90 degrees out and we are running through the same thing for the tenth time, or we have a 
performance and it is pouring down rain, you know there will be a moment, like the Macy’s 
Parade, when it will all pay off. 

To see a video of the WCU band’s performance, click here.

Anna Schade, a Seneca Valley 2014 graduate, recently had the opportunity to perform in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade with the West Chester 
University Golden Rams Marching Band. We asked her to tell us about it and what she is doing today.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8-VoOagoFI
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The following resolution was approved by the Seneca Valley School Board on Dec. 1, 2015: 

Seneca Valley School District has learned that legislators are considering the inclusion of a mandatory backend referendum for school districts’ property 
tax increases as part of the 2015-2016 budget negotiations; and imposing mandatory backend referendum requirement on school districts would prevent 
them from raising property taxes by the inflationary index in Act 1 of 2006 and deny their ability to seek exceptions from the Commonwealth to raise taxes 
to cover mandated budget cost drivers beyond their control – i.e. special education programs and pension contributions; 

and Seneca Valley School District has kept property tax increases within the Act 1 of 2006 index in four of the last ten fiscal years; and Seneca Valley 
School District has used PDE approved referendum exceptions in six of the last ten fiscal years for increases in mandated special education  
expenditures and legislated increases in the PSERS employer contribution rates; 

and the mandates for special education have increased Seneca Valley School District’s actual special education expenditures by an average of over 
$675,000 in each year of the last eight fiscal years; and the State’s projection in the employer contribution rate for PSERS will cost the Seneca Valley 
School District and its taxpayers over $40 million between the 2015-2016 school year and the 2019-2020 school year; 

and if a voter referendum for a property tax increase fails to pass, it would present mission critical funding deficits that will effectively force major budget 
cuts of non-mandated programs – i.e. athletics, music, non-mandated busing, and much needed building repairs. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of School Directors of the Seneca Valley School District calls upon the General Assembly to oppose 
any legislation that would mandate backend voter referendum for property tax increases and support maintaining Act 1 of 2006 and referendum  
exceptions in their current form. 

Seneca Valley Board of School Directors unanimously adopt a resolution opposing legislation 
which mandates backend referendum for property tax increases

2015-16 Seneca Valley School Board of Directors

L-R, front row: Ms. Susan Harrison, Ms. Jeanette Lahm, Dr. Tracy Vitale, Superintendent of Schools,  
and Mr. Eric DiTullio, School Board President. L-R, back row: Mr. Jim Nickel, School Board Vice President,  
Rev. Reid Moon, Mr. Fred Peterson, Jr., Mr. Tim Hester, Ms. Kathy Whittle and Mr. Jim Welsh.

Mr. Eric DiTullio, Seneca Valley School Board President, has been appointed to the Midwestern  
Intermediate Unit IV (MIU4) Board of Directors. He replaces Mr. Robert Hill, a now-retired Seneca Valley School 
Board Member, who left the role earlier this year. 

Mr. DiTullio is now part of the 13-member board and will fill the MIU4 position until the term ends in  
April 2016.

MIU4 serves the 27 school districts in Butler, Lawrence and Mercer counties, and is one of 29 Intermediate Units 
serving schools in Pennsylvania. In addition to providing programs and services requested by area school districts, 
MIU4 also implements programs mandated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education, the State Board of  
Education, the General Assembly, and the US Department of Education.

School Board President appointed to MIUIV Board of Directors



mailto:everybodywants2love%40gmail.com?subject=Sprout%20Day%202016


Seneca Valley School District
124 Seneca School Road

Harmony, PA 16037
(724) 452-6040
www.svsd.net

Seneca Valley in an Equal Opportunity Employer

Follow us on

Find us on

Watch us on

View us on

Approximately 50 people attended the recent SV Teacher 
Substitute Training Day held in partnership with MIU IV. To 
learn more about joining our substitute list, call SV Human 
Resources at (724) 452-6040, ext.1760.

Teacher training

Seneca Valley recently received approval from The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) to 
pilot a Flexible Instructional Day (FID) as an alternate method of education for inclement weather.
A FID is deemed as a school day and counts toward the number of instructional days/hours required 
by law. For this reason, Seneca Valley is going to pilot a planned FID day for an inclement weather 
cancellation in the 2015-16 school year.

The planned FID Day will take place on Friday, Feb. 12, and will count toward a snow makeup day. 
Students will not attend school on Feb. 12; instead, they will complete work from home so as to test 
the possibility of using FIDs in the future. The instructional delivery approach for students on this 
day will be a combination of online and offline assignments, dependent on the teacher, subject and 
student grade level. All students will have 10 days to turn in work assigned on a FID.

In addition to the educational benefits of such a plan, school officials decided to test this approach 
due to the input and request of numerous parents last year during the winter months.
 
Additional information to further explain this new approach will be shared with students as well as 
parents/guardians in the following weeks and months prior to the planned FID.

SV plans Flexible Instructional Day

http://www.svsd.net
http://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
http://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
http://instagram.com/senecavalleysd
http://svarrowhead.svsd.net
http://senecascout.svsd.net
http://cranberrytownship.org/index.aspx?NID=693

